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Re: Tyrant Isaias Afwerki’s Interview: The same old story
After hiding for months from public view, the tyrant president of Eritrea, Isaias Afwerki, appeared for an interview on
government owned TV on Wednesday, February 17, 2021. As usual, his long and monotonous political speech was
focused on non-Eritrean issues. This time, the focus of his interview was on the internal affairs of Ethiopia and the Horn
of Africa in general.
In his interview, the tyrant tried to cover-up the atrocities his Ethiopian counterpart Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has
been committing against the people of Tigray for the past three months. He also spent most of his time blaming the
leaders of Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF) for all the challenges Ethiopia is currently facing.
The tyrant did not admit the presence of Eritrean military forces in Ethiopia, but he did not deny it either. However, he
confirmed that Eritrea will continue to help Ethiopia at the expense of the Eritrean people. Blaming others for his own
failures has been the tyrant’s longtime political tactic and he has been using it to keep the entire region hostage and to
involve Eritrea in an endless cycle of wars against all its neighbors.
The self-appointed, lifetime president of Eritrea admitted that the Eritrean economy is in shambles. Despite his
admission of the state of the Eritrean economy, his government never put any safety net to assist those who are
struggling to survive. His regime has made no tangible efforts to help Eritreans who have been prevented from working
to make ends meet. He downplayed the devastating impact of Covid-19 pandemic and the complete lockdown he has
implemented for the last several months. Although he and his failed policies are to blame for the fact that the most
productive members of the Eritrean society are either engaged in never ending military service or have left the country,
the tyrant went on to state the importance of building our human capacity and infrastructure.
The Eritrean people should no longer tolerate the gross human rights violations committed by a regime that has no legal
or moral authority to decide on issues affecting Eritreans and the sovereignty of Eritrea. At a time when significant
percentage of Eritreans are forced to live outside the country as refugees, a dictator who is unable to feed his people or
put in place rule of law in Eritrea, is in no position to be concerned about the problems the people of other countries are
facing. Under Isaias’s rule, Eritrea has become a failed state. What matters to the dictator is staying in power, crushing
any Eritrean who dares to speak up for their right, and interfering in the internal affairs of other countries.
Bayto Yiakl USA does not expect the PFDJ regime to bring about peace, justice, and development in Eritrea. The only
means to end the suffering of our people and the gross human rights violations against them, and to bring lasting peace
is for all Eritreans to work together to remove the dictator from power. Bayto Yiakl USA believes the tyrant must be
brought to justice at the International Criminal Court (ICC) for the crimes he, in partnership with Abiy Ahmed, is
committing in Tigray.
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