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    HISTORICAL PROSPECTIVE OF ERITREAN ORIGIN AND ENTITY 

 

While the original inhabitants of Eritrea belonged to the Negroid race, it’s proximity to 

the Red Sea and Asiatic mainland’s has resulted in inflow of waves of Cushitic and Semitic 

migration groups from Nile valley and Arabian peninsula The Cushitic groups entered Eritrea 

from Nile valley area while the Semitic groups are the last additions. 

 

The subsequent intermixing of the Negroid, Cushitic and Semitic groups culminated in 

the formation of the nine ethnic groups living in Eritrea today. Even though none of these groups 

can be considered as pure descendents of the original three racial-lingual groups, they can be 

classified as such based on their predominant cultural and biological characteristics. Overall the 

Semitic stock consisting of the Tigrigna, Tigre and Rashaida represent about 70-80% of the 

population today. The Cushitic stock consists of the Beni-Amer { Hedarib}, Bilen, the Saho and 

Afar which together constitute almost 15% of the Eritrean population. The descendents of the 

indigenous Negroid group are the Kunama and Nara which constitute the smallest proportion of 

the Eritrean population. All of these ethnic groups with the exception of the Rashaida are known 

to have lived in their present day abodes since at least the 16
th
 century. 

 

The Eritrean entity emerged with the arrival of Italian colonization and Eritrea existed as 

a nation through out the Italian colonial era, British protectorate, and federal establishment and 

under occupation with Ethiopia. Eritrea joined the international community as a nation- state in 

1991 after the victory of its armed struggle against the occupation by Ethiopia. Although yet not 

well studied and researched, Eritrea is said to have nine nationalities with their own language in 

some with dialects, geographical territory in some cases not clear cut to be certain, cultural 

heritage and to some degree common economic life. Thus, Eritrea is multi-national and multi-

cultural nation-state.  

 

THE QUESTION OF NATIONALITIES –THEORY AND PRINCIPLE  

 

The term “nationality” implies a group within a state that may seek the right to self- 

determination. Though that particular nationality can uphold the right to secession and the 

formation of an independent state, it does not imply that has to seek only that solution in gaining 

political recognition and self- determination. There are many ways that guarantee for provincial 

and national rights that satisfy a particular nationality’s aspiration.  

 

The question of nations and nationalities is a theory developed by Marxists and has been 

applied in a number of countries ever since it emerged as a theory. “The right of self-

determination means that only the nation itself has the right to determine its destiny, that no one 

has the right forcibly to interfere in the life of the nation, to destroy its schools and other 

institutions, to violate its habits, to repress its language, or curtail its rights.” Marxists also state 

that “the solution of the national question is possible only in connection with the historical 

condition taken in their development” and further elaborate it by saying. “Secession is only 

related to oppression by people of other ethnic or racial groups, and especially those previously 

conquered by other people.” 

 

EXTENT OF THE QUESTION OF NATIONALITIES IN ERITREA 

 



Eritrea is multi-national, multi-lingual state. As we have seen above in the historical 

prospective the Eritrean nationalities evolve from the Negroid, Semitic and or Cushitic migrants 

from the Arabian Peninsula, thus the Eritrean entity erected and survived with out any political 

problem of claim for separation or secession to date. The Eritrean people waged armed struggle 

and drove out colonialists and voted overwhelmingly for independence.  No Eritrean nationality 

has been annexed, conquered or oppressed by any nationality, ethnic group, but colonialists. So 

the question of secession of any nationality in Eritrea has no theoretical nor practical justification. 

The Red Sea Afar Democratic Organization RSADO which does not carry the Name Eritrea like 

the other political organizations or movements threatens to secede. “There will not be unified 

Eritrea, unless the right for self-rule is constitutionally guaranteed for red Sea Afar and rest of 

nationalities in Eritrea. The Red Sea Afar will reserve the right for self determination including 

secession.” The question of self determination for Eritrean nationalities is limited to regional 

autonomy, federal or decentralized governance, but not secession as stated above. This threat is 

alien to our Eritrean nationalities. The question of self determination up to including secession is 

true in Ethiopia, but not in Eritrea because a great number of the Ethiopian nationality almost all 

those in the south were conquered by Emperor Yahanse, Tedros Minilik and Hailesselsssie. It 

does not mean that applies to one country is true to another. The theory of secession fits with 

Ethiopia, but not with Eritrea. DMLK in its Editorial POLITICS OF ERITREA TODAY also 

suggested similar claims. All Eritrean nationalities deserve respect equality and political right of 

freedom, liberty and justice and the Eritrean opposition is expected to work hand in hand to 

achieve that by removing the brutal dictatorial PFDJ regime.   

 

 ETHIOPIAN NATIONAL INTEREST AND THE ERITREAN SITUATION 

 

          The priority of any nation in any political endeavor is national interest. When the 

government of Ethiopia deals with Eritreans it’s believed to be based on its national interest. We 

believe the government of Ethiopia since it came to power in 1991 has no desire to annex Eritrea 

any more, but does have some national interest as economic ties, security cooperation, military 

treaty and easy access to the sea, etc. To fulfill its interest in one way or another we guess it is 

walking on plan a, b, c and d. 

 

A. This plan is the already dead London secret agreement of May 1991. That is when 

dictator Isaias said we will not highjack our independence, but our gallant fighters defied 

is order and captured Asmara. Then Mr. Cohen the US government East African Affairs 

head said we will tie Ethiopia and Eritrea with Economic treaty. Later federation and 

confederation was even talked about to no avail. 

B. Ethiopia does want stable Eritrea with or without Isaias. To achieve that it sends green 

light to PFDJ once in a while and in the other hand it harbors political opposition 

organizations hoping to do some thing to the effect or remain as bargaining chip with 

PFDJ. Ethiopia does not care whether a democratic change takes place in Eritrea or not. 

C. After the 1998 border war of Ethiopia and Eritrea, one of Ethiopia’s claim presented to 

the international commission that handled the conflict was right of access corridor to the 

sea as a land locked country because of its proximity to the sea. We know it is pursuing 

this option, but we don’t think it will succeed. 

D. The Red Sea Afar Democratic Organization threat of secession is not some thing to be 

taken lightly. It has precarious effect for the entity, sovereignty and territorial integrity of 

Eritrea. We believe it is related to Ethiopia’s quest access to the sea. Let us try to connect 

the dots to make sense of what is said:   

 

 The Mekele Afar, Kunama and Saho nationalities conference right before the 

conference and their declaration of organizing only along the nationality lines.  



 

 The call and insistence of RSADO and DMLEK for self-determination up to and 

including secession for a long period of time. 

 Injecting self-determination up to and including secession in to the declaration of the 

2010 August Eritrean conference. 

 Floating the Addis declaration at the Eritrean national conference which is prepared 

and distributed by RSADO. 

 Bring a Canadian professor to the national conference to lecture on federalism and 

self determination. 

 

When we try to analyze the dots it looks like some one was behind glorifying self-

determination up to and including secession.   

 

ERITREAN POLITICAL OPPOSTION ORGANIZATIONS RESPONSIBILITY 

 

Today Eritreans have the task of liberation which voluntarily and enthusiastically 

has chosen to undertake. Eritrean revolutionaries have the obligation to erect stable 

Eritrea by putting an end to the grip of the dictatorial regime. The eventual goal is to turn 

to political, social and economic reconstruction to make it the pre occupation of all 

Eritreans, where we can create growth and development, so that injustice vanish and just 

distribution of resources and power prevail and people will employ in fruitful production 

 

In Eritrea today we have short- term and long- term political objectives. The 

short- term objective is to get rid of dictatorship and the long term is peace, stability and 

prosperity. The alliances and unity for the short term should be based on minimum 

national charter which already exists known as the EDA charter. This charter could be 

strengthened and broadened with new ideas, but should not be abandoned. Eritrean 

opposition organizations which have similar political programs may discuss and stride 

towards forming political parties which is one of the long term Eritrean National Program 

which is healthy and acceptable unity. 

 

The opposition minimum program or the national charter should not be fertile 

ground to undermine the Eritrean entity, sovereignty and territorial integrity. Those of us 

who champion on THE QUESTION OF NATIONS AND NATIONALITY have the 

responsibility to clearly state what we mean by that in the Eritrean context especially the 

organizations Eritrean People Democratic Front EPDF {SAGEM} and Eritrean 

Revolutionary Democratic Front ERDF as well as the Federalist Organization. We might 

have been guilty of giving amorphous support to self-determination with out giving 

clarity in putting it on the Eritrean context.   

 

We would like to say to the RSADO and DMLEK please relate your demand for 

self determination to the historical prospective of Eritrean origin and entity. 

 

 We struggle we succeed          Comments  >>>> ama766@comcast.net 

  Glory to our martyrs      
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